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OVERVIEW OF MONITORED TRIALS
a) Main hearings monitored at county courts in the Republic of Croatia
In May and June 2010, monitors of the monitoring team of the Centre for Peace, Nonviolence and Human Rights – Osijek, Documenta and the Civic Committee for Human Rights attended and reported on main hearings held in nine criminal cases.
Main hearings were held at six county courts: in Sisak (trial against Ivica Kosturin et al. for the crime in Letovanić; and the repeated trial against Ivica Mirić for the crime in Brezovica forest); in Vukovar (trial against Bogdan Kuzmić for the crime in Vukovar hospital; and trial against Miloš Stanimirović et al. for the crime in Tovarnik), in Zadar (third (second repeated) trial against Milan Jurjević et al. for the crime in Kruševo), in Bjelovar (trial against Ivan Husnjak  et al. for the crime in villages of Pušine and Slatinski Drenovac), in Rijeka (trial against Vlado Grbin et al. for the crime in Mali Lošinj) and in Karlovac (trial against Miroslav Bijelić et al. for the crime in Slunjska Selnica and the repeated trial against Mićo Cekinović for the crime in Slunj and surrounding villages).
Out of nine mentioned trials, 4 trials were completed with (non final) convicting verdicts being pronounced:

1. On 12 May 2010 at the Sisak County Court, the defendants Ivica Kosturin and Damir Vrban were found guilty because, on 7 September 1991 in Letovanić, as members of the armed forces of the Republic of Croatia – having received information  that the civilian Slavko Ivanjek, under the influence of alcohol, was insulting and cursing Croatian President Franjo Tuđman in the public and telling that Serbs would win the war – took Slavko Ivanjek out of his house and beat him up, inflicting numerous bodily injuries that resulted in his death afterwards. The defendants thereby committed a war crime against civilians. 

They received a prison sentence in the duration of 7 years each. 
Their detention, which began in September 2009 (in respect of the 1st defendant), i.e. October 2009 (in respect of the 2nd defendant) was extended. 
The main hearing began in February 2010. The trial comprised 6 main hearing sessions and a verdict pronouncement session.

2. On 4 May 2010 at the Karlovac County Court following the conclusion of a repeated trial, the convicting verdict was pronounced against the defendant Mićo Cekinović because, in November 1991, as commander of a group of “Primišlje Territorial Defence” which was within the composition of the so-called "SAO Krajina" military, in the area of the town of Slunj and surrounding villages, he permitted and ordered deprivation of liberty of Croatian inhabitants, their physical abuse and killing, as well as arson and destruction of buildings. Thus, in compliance with that, members of his unit arrested one person, beat him up and detained him without any legal grounds, while another civilian was killed and his house was set on fire and the majority of population of Croatian ethnicity were expelled from their homes. Thereby, the defendant committed a war crime against civilians referred to in Article 120, paragraph 1 of the OKZRH. 
He was sentenced to four years in prison. 

His detention, as of 6 July 2009, was extended. 

Previously the Croatian Supreme Court, at its session held on 24 March 2010, quashed the Karlovac County Court's verdict of 1 December 2009 due to erroneously and incompletely established facts. In the mentioned verdict, the defendant was found guilty and sentenced to one year in prison. 

3. Following the conclusion of a repeated trial, the War Crimes Council of the Sisak County Court found the defendant Ivica Mirić guilty that, as a member of the Sisak Police Administration Reserve Forces, together with four other persons, he took Miloš Čalić out of the „Rebro“ Clinical Hospital in Zagreb, and then, while driving in the direction of Sisak, they turned aside to a forest path and together with two unidentified members of the Reserve Police Forces, he took Miloš Čalić out of the vehicle and dragged him some 50 metres away where Čalić was killed with firearms shots, only because he was a person of Serb ethnicity. Thereby, the defendant committed a war crime against civilians referred to in Article 120, paragraph 1 of the OKZRH. He was sentenced to 9 years in prison.   

His detention, as of 5 March 2009, was extended. 
Previously, the Croatian Supreme Court, at its session held on 13 April 2010, quashed the verdict reached by the Sisak County Court on 26 August 2009 wherein the defendant was found guilty and sentenced to 9 years in prison.

4. On 29 June 2010 at the Karlovac County Court, following the conclusion of a repeated trial in defendants’ absence, the verdict was pronounced finding the defendants Miroslav Bijelić, Savo Padežanin and Đuro Tepšić guilty that on 15 May 1992 in Slunjska Selnica, as members of a paramilitary unit of the-then "SAO Krajina" while executing orders issued by their immediate commander Rade Peleš, they killed Josip Obranović and thereby committed a war crime against civilians. The defendants received a prison sentence in the duration of 10 years each. The defendant Rade Bjeloš was acquitted of all charges.  

The initial trial was conducted against five defendants, i.e. four defendants mentioned above and the 1st defendant Rade Peleš. The 1st defendant was the only one present at the trial. Concerning the other four defendants, the trial was conducted in their absence. On 27 November l996, all five defendants were found guilty and sentenced to 10 years in prison each. 

In March 1997, the Supreme Court of the Republic of Croatia quashed the first-instance court verdict due to procedural violations. 

Later on, the trial was repeated only against the defendant Rade Peleš who was the only defendant present. On l6 March l999, he was found guilty and sentenced to 12 years in prison. The Supreme Court of the Republic of Croatia reduced the sentence to 10 years. Meanwhile, the defendant Peleš finished serving his sentence.
In addition to the mentioned first instance trials that were concluded before the county courts in the Republic of Croatia, in May and/or June 2010 trials with the main hearings still in progress we also monitored: 
1. On 17 and 18 May 2010,, the Bjelovar County Court continued with the main hearing initiated in March in the trial against Ivan Husnjak and Goran Sokol, indicted for a war crime against civilians under Article 120, paragraph 1 of the OKZRH, in conjunction with Article 28, paragraph 2 of the OKZRH.

The Indictment charges the defendants that they, as HV officers, a commander i.e. deputy commander of an HV unit, failed to take any action in February 1992 to prevent and punish unlawful conducts of their subordinates during the cleansing action in the villages of Pušine and Slatinski Drenovac, although they were aware of such unlawful actions. During that cleansing action, several of their subordinates were setting fire to abandoned houses belonging to people of Serb-ethnicity. Therefore the defendants agreed to such actions and the consequences thereof (17 houses were destroyed in Pušine, the Orthodox church tower was damaged by firearms shots, 19 houses were set on fire in Slatinski Drenovac including the hunters' lodge between Pušine and Slatinski Drenovac).

The next session of the main hearing will be scheduled in writing. 

The defendants are not detained and they attend the trial.
2. On 3 May and 14 June 2010, the Vukovar County Court continued with the main hearing in the trial against the defendant Bogdan Kuzmić, who is tried in absentia.  

The Indictment charges the defendant that in the night between 18/19 November 1991 following the occupation of the City of Vukovar, as a member of the reserve composition of the so-called JNA at the General Hospital he singled out Martin Došen, Marko Mandić, Branko Lukenda, Stanko Duvnjak and Tomislav Hegeduš from other civilians. Then, he took them in an unknown direction, after which they were killed in an, for the time being, unidentified manner. The defendant thereby committed a war crime against civilians.

In March 2010, the main hearing had to start anew because not a single hearing had been held in the period from February 2009 until March 2010. The next hearing is scheduled for 14 July 2010. 
3. On 10 and 11 June 2010, the Vukovar County Court continued with the main hearing initiated in April 2010 in the trial against Miloš Stanimirović and another fourteen persons. The defendants were charged that after 20 September 1991 in Tovarnik they were displacing, killing, physically torturing Croat and non-Serb civilians and were seizing or destroying their property. Thus, they committed criminal offences of genocide under Article 119 of the OKZRH and a war crime against civilians under Article 120 of the OKZRH by applying Article 43 of the OKZRH.

The aforementioned fifteen defendants are tried in absentia.
The next session of the main hearing is scheduled for 15 July 2010.
4. On 17 June 2010, the Rijeka County Court continued with the main hearing in the trial against the defendant Vlado Grbin et al., charged with committing criminal acts of murder of an official person referred to in Article 35, paragraphs 1 and 2, item 5 of the Criminal Code of the Republic of Croatia (KZH), attempted murder of an official person referred to in Article 35, paragraphs 1 and 2, item 5 in conjunction with Article  19 of the KZH and inciting the murder of an official person.

Two defendants (the 1st defendant Grbin and the 2nd defendant Petrović) are tried in absentia whereas the 3rd defendant Anđić attends the trial and is not detained. 

The trial concerns the event which occurred in Mali Lošinj in 1991, i.e. the conflict between the-then JNA members and Croatian formation members, resulting in the death of two members of Croatian formations.

The Council accepted the proposal to hear one witness who resides in Albania. Firstly, the Council has to determine whether it will be possible to hear the witness via video link or he would have to be summoned. After that, the next hearing will be scheduled.
5. On 5 May 2010, the Zadar County Court began with the main hearing in the third (second repeated) trial against Milan Jurjević and Davor Tošić. The Indictment charges the defendants that on 19 December 1991 in the village Kruševo, as members of the so-called RSK Army, they killed Mile Brkić who was a civilian of Croat ethnicity by firing shots from firearms. The 2nd defendant Tošić fired several bullets from a handgun and the injured party fell on the ground. Then, the 1st defendant Jurjević fired three more bullets from an automatic rifle at him and this caused the death of Brkić. Thus, the defendants committed a war crime against civilians under Article 120, paragraph 1 of the OKZRH. 
Previously, in December 1997, the Zadar County Court acquitted the defendants of all charges. However, on 13 September 2000 the Supreme Court of the Republic of Croatia quashed the first instance verdict of acquittal. 

On 15 September 2005 following the conclusion of a repeated trial, the Zadar County Court reached a verdict of conviction against the defendants. The 1st defendant Jurjević was sentenced to 4- , and the 2nd defendant Tošić to 15 years in prison.
On 14 March 2007, the Supreme Court accepted the defendants’ appeals, quashed the disputed verdict and reversed the case to the Zadar County Court for a retrial. 
Milan Jurjević was present at the trial and is not detained (he was in detention from 26 May until 1 December 1997). Davor Tošić is a fugitive from justice and therefore he is tried in his absence. 
Although main hearings before the Sisak County Court in the Stojan Letica case (for the crime in Novo Selište) and in the Milan Velebit case (for the crime in Taborište) were scheduled for 7 June 2010, they did not begin.  
Both defendants reside in the Republic of Serbia. They were summoned to attend the hearing but did not come. Both case files were forwarded to the extra-trial chamber to decide whether the defendants would be tried in their absence or not. 

The defendant Velebit is charged that on 11 October 1991, as a member of illegal army of the so-called SAO Krajina, he killed Jelena Palaić, a civilian of Croatian ethnicity with shots fired from a rifle. He took and kept for himself all her assets, including the cattle found in the barn. He thereby committed a war crime against civilians. 

The defendant Letica is charged that on 30 November 1991, as a member of non-regular army of the so-called SAO Krajina, he killed Stjepan Šubić, a civilian of Croatian ethnicity with several shots fired from a rifle. Thereby, he committed a war crime against civilians.

Likewise, although it was scheduled for 18 June 2010, the main hearing before the Šibenik County Court in the Rajko Janković case again did not begin. The main hearing should have been held already in March 2010, but was postponed because of death in the family of the defendant Janković’s defence counsel. 
b) Monitored public sessions at the Supreme Court of the Republic of Croatia
During May and June 2010, a session was held before the Supreme Court of the Republic of Croatia in respect of the criminal proceedings against the defendants Branimir Glavaš, Ivica Krnjak, Gordana Getoš Magdić, Dino Kontić, Tihomir Valentić and Zdravko Dragić. In the first-instance court verdict reached on 8 May 2009, the Zagreb County Court found them guilty of committing a war crime against civilians by executing civilians mostly of Serb ethnicity in Osijek in 1991. In the mentioned verdict, the defendant Glavaš was sentenced to a joint prison sentence in duration of 10 years. The defendant Ivica Krnjak was sentenced to 8 years in prison. The defendant Gordana Getoš Magdić was sentenced to 7 years in prison. 
The defendants Dino Kontić, Tihomir Valentić and Zdravko Dragić were sentenced to 5-year prison terms each.

All defendants are held in detention, with the exception of the defendant Glavaš who is a fugitive from justice. He resides in Bosnia and Herzegovina, of which he is a citizen, which renders impossible his extradition to the Republic of Croatia. 
� At the hearing held on 11 May 2010, witness-injured party Barica Ivanjek – the wife of killed Slavko Ivanjek, got sick during the provision of testimony. All in tears and in a state of shock, she was taken out of the court room in the hall where she waited for the arrival of an ambulance. Relatives of the defendants who were accused of the death of her husband were also present in the hall. No support system for victims and witnesses of criminal offences has been established at the Sisak County Court. Although the Council had been aware of the injured party’s mental problems, it failed to provide for the arrival of employees from the Zagreb Office for witness and victims support.   


�Although this is not an act qualified as a war crime, we are monitoring this trial because the participants in this conflict were members of the so-called Yugoslav People’s Army, i.e. Croatian formations. 
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